
CREATING A TIMELINE

1. Write your name on the line in the lower right corner of the title page.

2.    Align the edges of the title page and the sheet containing the point for 12,000 years ago.  Attach
       these sheets with tape (see diagram below). 

3.    Align the center lines and the edges of the pages on each additional page and attach the half-sheets
       of paper end-to-end with tape (see the diagram below).  It might be necessary to turn the pages
       around to align the edges and the lines.  The sheets marked 1500 AD and 2000 AD should be the
       last sheets attached. Read step 4 for folding instructions.  Make these folds as additional sheets are
       attached.

4. For organizational purposes, fold the timeline along the tape and paper margins. This will create an
       accordion-like booklet that can be used, referenced, and easily stored.

5. Add the title: TIMELINE OF PASSAMAQUODDY HISTORY                                                  

6. Using the Pre-Contact scale of 1 mm = 4 years (1 cm = 40 years), begin at the point marked  
 12,000 years ago and place a small dash at 1,000 year increments along the timeline.  Stop when 
 you reach the sheet containing 1500 AD.  As you go from left to right, you will be approaching  
 the current year.  Label these increments with the appropriate date (i.e., 11,000 years ago, 10,000 
 years ago, etc.).  Previous calculations and conversions may help.  (Hint: you do not have to  
 repeatedly begin your measurements, from the starting point. Once a date is established, you may  
 use this as a reference point to simplify measuring.
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7.  The Pre-Contact scale is 1 millimeter = 4 years for events occurring before 1500 AD and 
the Contact scale is 1 millimeter = 1 year for those events occurring after 1500 AD.  Boxes 
are connected to the timeline for you to record the events occurring after 1492 AD.  Convert, 
measure, and place the following events on your timeline (ya = years ago).  Dates are used rather 
than “years ago” for those events occurring after contact with Europeans (1492 AD).

• 10,000 ya  Tundra Common in Maine
• 7,500 ya  Temperate Forests Return to Maine
• 4,700 ya  The First Pyramids Built in Egypt
• 1492 AD  Columbus Reaches America
• 1776 AD  Declaration of Independence
• 1820 AD  Maine Becomes a State 

It may be necessary at times to shorten the wording of a particular event to fit it into its 
designated area on the timeline.

8. You will be asked to post selected Passamaquoddy events on the timeline at the end of each 
activity. Please store the timeline in a safe place.

9. After completing all of the activities in the kit, design the title page using regular/colored pencils 
or crayons.  Please include something from each activity in your design. 
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